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After his death, the narrative proceeds, " But the
envious adversary of the just observed the honour put
upon the greatness of his testimony, [or of his mar-
tyrdom ',] and his blameless life from the first, and
knowing that he was now crowned with immortality,
and the prize of undoubted victory, resisted, though
many of us desired to take his body, and have fellow-
ship with his holy flesh. Some then suggested to
Nicetes, the father of Herod, and brother of Dalce, to
entreat the governor not to give his body, * Lest,' said
he, < leaving the crucified One they should begin to
worship this man2;' and this they said at the sugges-
tion and importunity of the Jews, who also watched us
when we would take the body from, the fire. This
they did, not knowing that we can never either leave
Christ, who suffered for the salvation of all who will
be saved in all the world, or worship any other3. For
him being the Son of God we worship4, but the martyrs,
as disciples and imitators of our Lord, we worthily love5,
because of their pre-eminent6 good-will towards their

Becket, of Canterbury, as stated in the ancient services for his day,
when he was murdered in his own cathedral, to which we shall here-
after refer at length. The comparison will impress us with the dif-
ference between religion and superstition, between the purity of
primitive Christian worship, and the unhappy corruptions of a de-
generate age. " To God and the Blessed Mary, and Saint Diony-
sius, and the holy patrons of this Church, I commend myself and
the Church."
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3 The Paris translation adds " ut Deum."
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Ruffinus translates it by " diligimus et vene-*
ramur," and it is so quoted by Bellarmin.